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GROUP INSURANCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (GIAC) 
Meeting Minutes  

February 11, 2026 

 

A meeting of the State Group Insurance Advisory Committee was held on this date in the JRW West 
Conference Room, Boise, Idaho.  

Members Present: 
Director Steve Bailey, Department of Administration 
Paul Spannknebel, Business Support Manager, Veterans Services, Active Employee Member 
Representative Ben Fuhriman  
Andrea Powers, Judiciary Member  
Janelle White, Division of Human Resources Representative 
 
Members Absent: 
Senator Kevin Cook 
Rob Sauer, School District Representative 
Vacant, State Retiree Member 
 
 
Others Present: 
Steve Walker, Deputy Director, Department of Administration 
Faith Knowlton, DIIS Administrator, Department of Administration 
Glenda Smith, Chief Financial Officer, Department of Administration 
Justin Seaman, Department of Administration 
Kim Rau, Program Specialist, Department of Administration 
Frances Lippitt, Budget and Policy Analyst, LSO 
Daniel Satterlee, BCI 
 
 
Welcome: Director Steve Bailey welcomed the Committee and guests and called the meeting to 
order at 2:00 pm. 
 
Approval of previous meeting minutes 
  
MOTION:  Mr. Spannknebel moved to adopt and approve the July 2, 2025 meeting minutes, and 
it was seconded by Janelle White.  
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
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Financial Updates  
 
Chief Financial Officer Glenda Smith shared the following Group Insurance Activity Reports with the 
Committee:  
 
Year to date we have had $240 million in expenditures in medical. This is up 20% over last year. 
Our required reserves are $57 million and we are sitting at a little under $87 million, down from 
last year. 
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Dental: Claims to date are 9% higher than the same period last fiscal year.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CFO Smith also shared that the Reserve Balance is down considerably from last year and just 
under the contract minimum but has been recovering a little bit over the last few months. Overall 
the group insurance fund balance is well above the contractual requirements. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 11, 2026 Group Insurance Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes – Page 4 
 

 

FY26 Plan Status 
 
OGI’s Group Insurance Manager, Justin Seaman, provided the Committee with an update of plan 
activity since the last committee meeting in July 2025. 
 

• Justin shared the considerations for the GLP-1 discontinuation that was put into effect as of 
November 1, 2025. 

• The renewal and rate projections for FY27 are anticipated to be ready in April. In December, 
Milliman indicated that there would be a 14.4% increase needed in the appropriation and that an 
estimated employee premium increase of 9.5% would be necessary across all tiers.  

• The existing programs are being reviewed for low utilization and disproportionate cost, and no 
new programs will be added this year. 

• Discussion ensued regarding the negotiation of Kootenai Health and Regence.  
• It has been identified that the exports from LUMA are deficient and were not digestible by the 

Regence file feed interface. The feed had to be turned off and the files have to be manually 
manipulated. 

• Two vendors, American Fidelity and Aflac, who currently provide benefit enrollment platforms 
to the higher education schools are being vetted as alternatives for the other school districts to 
use if they choose to, due to the ease of import of their files into the Regence system. 

• The partnerships with Regence and Blue Cross are running smoothly. 
• FY27 is being considered as a good time to begin the RFP process for the dental renewal. 

.  
 
  Further discussion ensued.  
 
 
 

 
OTHER BUSINESS/NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the GIAC is scheduled for:  
 
TBD 
 
ADJOURNMENT MOTION: Director Bailey adjourned as the meeting had reached the 
appointed time. 
 
 
Jennifer Stoy, Program Specialist 
Department of Administration 


